
Conflict Minerals Policy 

In the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) or adjoining countries, the mining of minerals used to 
produce tantalum, tin, tungsten and gold (known as 3TG minerals) has been linked to funding armed 
groups engaged in violent conflict in the DRC region. 

As part of Knowles’s commitment to social responsibility and compliance with Rule 13p-1 under the 
Securities Exchange Act, it is our goal to only use 3TG minerals in our products that do not directly or 
indirectly finance or benefit armed groups in the DRC region. 

In addition, Knowles has established responsible mineral sourcing practices for cobalt in response to 
reports of child labor and other social issues. 

We are taking steps to ensure the use of conflict-free and ethically-sourced minerals in our supply chain 
by expecting our suppliers to: 

 Adopt a conflict minerals policy that is consistent with this Policy and require their direct and 
indirect suppliers to do the same. 

 Exercise due diligence with relevant suppliers on the source and chain of custody of 3TG 
minerals and cobalt consistent with the OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply 
Chains of Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas. 

 Identify smelters/refiners associated with the 3TG mineral and cobalt supply chain for our 
products. 

 Transition to certified conflict-free smelters/refiners. 

A grievance mechanism is in place to allow interested parties to voice concerns regarding the 
circumstances of extraction, trade, and export of 3TG minerals and cobalt in Knowles's supply chain – by 
telephone (1-855-657-8022) or at www.knowles.ethicspoint.com. 

 


